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Clifford passed in his native city, and received
the best education that its schools could offer
him. Towards the end of this period he showed
marked signs of ability. He distinguished
himself in the University Local Examinations,
and in 1860 he went to King's College,
London. It was here that, for the first time,
his special powers developed themselves, and
he was recognised as a mathematical genius
of peculiar promise. He remained at King's
College for three years. Towards the end of
that period he went up to Cambridge, and
gained a minor scholarship at Trinity College,
and in 1863, at the age of eighteen, he began his
life there. Here he gained a reputation of a
somewhat varied kind, not only as a thinker
and a student, but also as a successful gym-
nast ; and his biographer tells us of him that,
of all public testimonies to his merits at Cam-
bridge, a paragraph in i Bell's Life ' was the one
that pleased him best. The regular course of
reading that is marked out for undergraduates
seemed to him at once narrow and narrowing,
and, though anxious for a good degree, he could
not resist endangering his best prospects by
straying in search of knowledge far beyond the